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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 
23-25 which are drawn to a non-elected invention without traverse. Accordingly, claims 
23-25 have been cancelled. 

Prior Art Citation 

The Mendenhall ('388) patent is cited to show a hydraulic cutting blade 
assembly. The Mendenhall ('226) patent is cited to show a hydraulic food cutting 
apparatus. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The prior art 
of record does not show or suggest the food processing system as claimed in claims 1 
and 20. The present food processing system comprises a fluid conduit configured for 
directing the food carried in a fluid medium along a food path; a food inlet operatively 
associated with the fluid conduit for feeding the food into the conduit; a pump 
operatively associated with the conduit for pumping the fluid through the conduit in a 
fluid stream direction; a processor unit associated with the conduit, disposed along the 
food path, and comprising a tool configured and associated with the conduit for 
performing a processing operation on the food; and a deceleration element operatively 
associated with the conduit and configured for decelerating the fluid and carried food 
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along the food path while maintaining the fluid stream substantially free of recirculation 
vortices. 

Drawing Objections 

Figures 1-6 are objected to as being informal. New, formal drawings 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 
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